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France, disorganizing all the local service such as the
fire brigade and first aid, French and British pilots
were manhandled and French soldiers nearly lynched.
There were, of course, also many instances of real para-
chutists coming down and being caught. The crowds
were right to keep a lookout, as Reynaud stated in his
speech to the Senate,
Our classic conception of the conduct of war has come
up against a new conception. At the basis of this concep-
tion, there is not only the massive use of heavy armoured
divisions or co-operation between them and aeroplanes, but
the creation of disorder in the enemy's rear by means of
parachute raids. I will not speak to you of the false news
and the orders given by means of the telephone to the Civil
Authorities, with the object, for example, of causing hurried
evacuations. The Senate will understand that of all the
tasks which confront us the most important is clear thinking.
We must think of the new type of warfare which we are
facing and take immediate decisions !
The Government has already taken decisions. You know
its first actions, No failure will be tolerated. Death is a
very mild punishment for any offence against the vital inter-
ests of the country. At a time when our soldiers are dying,
there will be no more dilatory procedure with regard to
traitors, saboteurs or cowards. There is no longer a place
for any vested interest Let us rise to the misfortunes of the
country.
Reynaud made that speech on May 21, a week after
the invasion of France. All that time refugees and
enemy agents had been allowed to pour into the country.
SttD no plan to deal with this vast question had been
drawn up. Without orders, many of the French local